SABBATH  SCHOOL  CONVENTION. 


Philadelphia,  February  24,  1859. 

1st.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  Sunday  School,  in 
connection  Avith  the  teachings  of  the  family  and  the  pulpit, 
reliable  as  an  agency  for  bringing  the  entire  youth  of  our 
country  under  the  saving  influence  of  the  Gospel. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  the  Sunday  School  teacher’s  love  of 
his  work  is  an  indispensable  prerequisite  and  accompani¬ 
ment  of  his  labors,  without  which  it  will  degenerate  into  a 
mere  formality,  destitute  alike  of  life,  assiduity  and  success. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  the  Sunday  School  Teachers’ thorough 
preparatory  study  of  his  weekly  lesson  is  demanded  both  by  his 
own  wants  and  those  of  his  class,  without  which  he  can 
rarely,  if  ever,  rise  to  the  proper  fitness  for  teaching,  or 
secure  the  respect,  attention  and  profitable  instruction  of 
those  whom  he  teaches. 

4th.  Resolved,  That  the  Sunday  School  teachers’  rigid 
punctuality  and  regularity  in  his  attendance ,  is  essential  to 
the  good  order  of  the  school,  and  to  the  formation  of  the 
same  habit  in  his  scholars,  while  the  want  of  it  is  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  truancy  to  them ;  a  disturbance  of  the  arrangements 
of  the  school,  and  a  vexation  of 'spirit  to  those  who  are  ap¬ 
pointed  to  rule  over  it. 


5th.  Resolved,  That  there  is  a  continual  obligation  rest¬ 
ing  on  every  teacher,  to  preserve  order  in  his  own  class ;  as  a 
matter  needful  to  the  quiet  of  the  whole  school ;  and  for  the 
best  action  of  his  own  mind  on  the  lesson  during  teaching, 
and  especially  for  the  reception  of  instruction  on  the  part 
of  his  scholars,  and,  the  want  of  which  is  demoralizing  to 
the  class,  destructive  to  the  influence  of  teaching  and  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  order  of  the  school. 

6tli.  Resolved,  That  every  teacher  should  feel  under 
strong  obligations  fully  to  occupy  the  time  of  every  session 
that  is  devoted  to  instruction ;  employing  it,  if  possible,  in 
the  topics  of  the  lesson  under  examination,  or  in  such  ways 
as  will  interest  fully,  and  instruct  wisely,  those  committed 
to  his  charge — remembering  that  the  waste  moments  of 
Sunday  School  hours,  are  the  seed-time  when  Satan  sows, 
for  a  speedy  harvest  of  mischief  and  sin. 

7th.  Resolved,  That  the  success  of  every  teacher  will  de¬ 
pend  much  on  his  frequent  friendly  and  Christian  visitation 
of  his  scholars ,  thus  availing  himself  of  the  sympathy  of 
parents  and  children,  begetting  a  reciprocal  kindness,  ex¬ 
citing  his  own  interest  in  duty,  and  preparing  the  soil  of 
the  heart  for  the  proper  culture  of  Sunday  School  in¬ 
struction. 

8th.  Resolved,  that  we  recognize,  in  its  fullest  and  most 
absolute  sense,  the  necessity  of  the  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit ,  for  the  instruction,  conviction,  conversion  and  sancti¬ 
fication  of  the  children  of  our  schools  ;  and  would  earnestly 
urge  upon  every  teacher  to  a  be  instant  in  prayer”  that  this 
chief  want  may  be  supplied  from  the  infinite  stores  of  God’s 
fulness,  thus  giving  us  beauty  for  ashes,  the  oil  of  joy  for 
mourning,  and  the  garments  of  praise  for  the  spirit  of 
heaviness. 
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9  th.  Resolved,  that  we  regard  the  Sunday  School  Teachers’ 
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example  in  all  the  walks  of  life,  as  an  influence  for  good  or 
evil  which  should  admonish  him  to  continual  well-doing, 
that  his  light  may  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  seeing 
his  good  works  may  glorify  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 

10th.  Resolved,  That  the  sentiments  of  the  Sunday  School 
Teachers  as  well  as  of  the  church  in  regard  to  the  early 
conversion  of  children,  falls  far  below  Bible  History  and 
Bible  Teaching ;  and  that  teachers  in  all  their  instructions 
should  keep  this  object  steadily  in  view,  as  the  great  and 
only  truly  satisfactory  result  of  their  labor. 

11th.  Resolved,  That  a  weekly  meeting  of  Sunday  School 
Teachers  for  prayer  and  the  study  of  the  lesson,  is  a  need¬ 
ful  appendage  of  every  school. 

12th.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  Sunday  Schools 
as  an  important  measure  for  the  acquisition  as  well  as  the 
retention  of  religious  knowledge,  reviews  of  the  lessons  at 
proper  periods. 

13th.  Resolved,  that  we  earnestly  recommend  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  Associations  of  Sunday  School  Teachers  in  our 
cities  and  towns,  for  stated  seasons,  and  prayer  and  discus¬ 
sion,  as  a  means  of  adding  materially  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  system,  to  be  so  conducted  as  not  to  infringe  upon 
any  denominational  peculiarities. 

13th. — 2.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  holding  of 
state  and  county  Conventions  of  Sunday  School  Teachers, 
as  eminently  calculated  to  promote  Christian  fellowship,  to 
collect  information,  to  devise  plans  of  action,  and  to  stimu¬ 
late  zeal  in  the  cause. 

13th. — 3.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  establish¬ 
ment,  by  private  subscription,  of  local  depositories  of  Sun¬ 
day  School  publications. 
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14th.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  common  want  of 
preparation  by  the  scholars  of  their  Sunday  School  lessons, 
as  highly  detrimental  to  success  in  teaching,  and  one  which 
parents  and  teachers  should  diligently  seek  to  remove. 

15th.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  with  regret  the  present 
common  deficiency  in  our  schools,  in  the  matter  of  com¬ 
mitting  thoroughly  to  memory  the  Word  of  God,  and 
desire  to  express  our  conviction  that  the  present  and  future 
blessed  result  of  teaching  would  be  immeasurably  increased 
by  such  acquisitions  of  Holy  W rit. 

16th.  Resolved,  That  we  hail  with  pleasure  the  increas¬ 
ing  spirit  of  systematic  benevolence  in  Sunday  Schools, 
and  urge  its  extension  as  important  in  a  high  degree  to  the 
formation  of  habits  of  voluntary  beneficence  among  child¬ 
ren  as  well  as  for  the  present  and  future  blessed  effects  of 
such  contributions. 

17th.  Resolved,  That  the  objects  of  the  Sunday  School, 
in  its  intellectual,  moral  and  religious  advantages,  are  such 
as  should  secure  the  attendance  of  the  grown-up  youth  of 
both  sexes,  and  that  pastors,  parents,  and  teachers,  should 
aim  to  secure  that  result  as  needful  for  the  best  success  of 
the  Institution. 

18th.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  with  great  regret  the 
neglect  into  which  children  in  many  places  are  allowed  to 
fall  in  reference  to  the  habit  of  attendance  at  public  worship, 
and  desire  that  teachers  should  avail  themselves  of  their 
position  and  influence  to  correct  this  evil. 
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19th.  Resolved,  That  the  establishment  of  Mission  Sun¬ 
day  Schools  in  city  and  country,  in  their  influence  in  eleva¬ 
ting  the  social,  moral,  and  religious  character  of  parents  and 
children,  otherwise  destitute  of  Christian  attention  and 
religious  instruction,  meets  with  our  hearty  approbation  \ 
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and  ought  to  be  greatly  extended,  so  as  to  meet,  if  possible, 
the  necessity  of  all  in  our  land  who  are  ready  to  perish  for 
lack  of  the  bread  of  life. 

20th.  Resolved,  That  the  duty  and  office  of  the  Sunday 
School  teacher  can  in  no  wise  supercede  the  duties  or  relation 
of  the  Christian  parent  to  his  child,  or  that  of  a  Christian 
minister  to  his  church ;  but  should  be  regarded  as  the  effici¬ 
ent  auxiliary  of  -  both. 

21st.  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  that 
congregations,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  organized  into  classes 
in  connection  with  the  Sabbath  Schools,  for  the  study  of  the 
Bible. 

22d.  Resolved,  That  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case  our 
Sunday  Schools  do  imperatively  need  and  have  the  right 
to  expect  at  all  times  the  watchful  care  and  supervision  of 
the  pastor,  whose  counsels  and  sympathies  and  confidences 
are  pre-eminently  due  to  our  Sunday  Schools. 

23d.  Resolved,  That  the  Sunday  School  system  demands 
of  the  membership  of  our  churches  more  cordial  encourage¬ 
ment,  pecuniary  support,  and  personal  service  than  it  has 
yet  received,  and  which  it  must  have  in  order  to  its  proper 
and  full  success. 

24th.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Sunday  School  Union,  to  revise  or  reconstruct  the 
volumes  of  Union  Questions  now  published  by  them — also 
to  consider  the  practicability  and  utility  of  publishing  a 
Youth’s  Commentary  on  the  Holy  Scriptures,  also  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  a  new  Sunday  School  Hymn  Book. 

25th.  Resolved,  That  we  recognize  the  position  of  a  Sab¬ 
bath  School  Superintendent,  as  next  in  importance  and  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  that  of  the  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  that 
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we  therefore  regard  sincere  piety,  earnest  zeal,  unremitting 
effort,  and  prompt  attention,  as  indispensable  qualifications 
for  the  proper  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  office. 

26th.  Resolved,  That  we  affectionately  ask  Pastors  and 
Sunday  School  Superintendents,  throughout  the  United 
States,  to  read  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  their  respective 
congregations  and  schools,  at  the  earliest  convenient  oppor¬ 
tunity. 
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